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By Kit Bernardi

URGO RIO TOUR harge

floats under leafy branches

of 200-year-old codar tees

along the San Antonis

River Walk. We glide past
the Briscos Western Art Mussum, originally
the city’s 1930s-era art deco-style public
libspury. Its massive bronze sculptume of o
whip-cracking vacquero driving longhom
steers marks the spot where cattle drives
crossed the river heading to the Chisholm
and Great Western cattle trmils.

The San Antonio River banks have
long been a place where life Qourishes,
cultures intersect and history s made,
Indigenous peoples Lived here 14,000
vears ago. Then the Spanish arrived,
followed by other European immigrants.
All shaped this south Texas city’s mome
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than 200-vear-old history and complex,
multicultural identity that is still attract-
ing wisitors and new residents.

Tadey, San Antonio ranks as the na-
tion’s seventh-largest and thivd-fastest-
prowing eity. During the COVID-19
pandemic, more than 100 new restau-
rants and 12 hotels opened, recarding
to Visit San Antonio President and CEQ
Mare Anderson. “Our eity continues to
grow, as reflected in a 10 percent increase
in wishtors o 2022 over 2021, and the
hospitality industry’'s economic impact of
$19.2 billion, an all-time high,” Anderson
EAYE.

Thoupghtful adaptive reuse of historie
architecture is a comerstone of San
Antonio’s appeal, Legacy bulldings
enjoy new leases on life along 15 miles
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of river Mowing through the city center's
Iconic River Walk and two expansions, the
Museum Reach north of downtown and the
Mission Reach to the south.

MUSELUM REACH

A pioneer of the city’s adaptive reuse
mavement, the San Antonbo Museum of Art
opeted i 1981 in the former riverside
Laone Star Brewery, established in 1884,

Looking up at the barrel-vaulted
ceiling, I'm surprised by how ancient
Roman statuary looks right at home in
the former industrial space, The orlginal
elevator comects the museum's global
art collections. Cutside, pathways made
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of the smokesack’s red bricks lead to
contemporary Italian restaurant Tre
Tratioria in the brewery's Hops House.

To understand where it all began, 1 go
to the headwa ters near the Witte Musewm
in 343-acre Brackenridge Park where
Indigenous peoples and their descen-
dants have lived For thousands of years,

The family-friendly park's tranguil
Japanese tea garden is & repurposed,
1800s limestone quarty. The nearby $an
Antonio Zoo contains Kiddie Park, which
dlaims to be the nation's oldest children’s
afrilseiment park. Opeiwed i 1925, it still
has its original, vintage rides,

River Walk expansion plans inchsde

connecting Browkenridee Park o the
Pearl district, the site of the formes

Pear| Brewery tumed culinary-centric
destination. The uber-lirairy Hotel Emma
opened in 2015 in the Second Empire
architectuml style brewery.

The 146-room hotel anchors the
Former industrial complex’s public plaza
ringed by — multiple local chel-owned
restaurants, including multiple James
Beard Award-nominated restaurants.
The Culinary Institute of America's
third school, located at Pearl, has helped
Spur San Antonie's cullinary status as
the country™s secoin] UNESCO Creative
City of Gastronomy. {The first LS. city

on UKESCOs list was Tucson, Ariz.,
designated in 2015.)

Belore heading to my Brewhouse
towver guest mom, | sink into a leather
couch to people-watch in the once
ety engine rooim, mow o classy livim:
roommlike lobby, A Fmily plays cards by
the fireplace and a cover model-worthy
wedding party saunters by the bulhous
liquid ammmonia compressor and lattice
of red pipes previously used to cool beer.
Gt fermenting tanks trmsfonmed into
private, guest-only booths showcase
the clubby Sternewirth taver's Mnlshing
cellar past.

A historical imeline loblby exhibit
traces Pearl Brewery's evolution, scan-
dals and pride as the anly Texas brewery
that did nat close during Prohibition,
thanks to shreved cwner Emma Koehler,
the hotel's namesake. Adding toits
recent adaptive reuse history by year's
eind, Pear] Brewery's nearly 130-yer-old
rotund stable will debut as &1, 000-seat
concert venue. There are also plans for a
new hotel actoss the river.

MNear Peatl, a new restaurant -har
enlertainment venue opens this vear
in The Creamery, cocupying the Borden
Creamery warelwouse bullt in 1932

RIVER WALK REBOOT DOWNTOWHN
Tend my day with a stroll along the
featively lit River Walk and a nightcap at
Four Brothers in the historic Omni La Man-
sign del Rio hetel, originally a boys school

CONMTINUED &

River Walk

KT BERKARTA



USA TODAY SPECIAL EDITION

built in 1853, The Spanish colonial-style
hotel opened for the 1968 San Antonio
Woald's Fair, coll ed Hesmisfair.

Hemisfalr Is also the name of down-
town's transformation of 40 acres of
formes World's Falr grownds with historie
structures into three different shady
parklends and public gardens.

“This new urhan green Space encom-
passes restored, late 18005 Victoran
mansions housing locally owned shops
and restaunts,” savs Anne Krause,
president and executive director of
Hemisfair Conservancy.

Families love Yanaguana Garden's
playground. The parkland portion of
Hemistair's $66 million Civie Park along
the Eiver Walk with native plant gardens,
interactive water features, a tree-scaped
promenaide and spacious lawn for
festivals opens this fall.

Mearby is La Villita, San Antonio’s old-
est neiphborhood that is now o shopping
distriet of restored adobe bulldings ol ose
o Thee Alamae, the city's famous fort and
aldest building.

The Alamao was originally constructed
i1 1718 as Mission San Antonio de Videro,
It is the northermumnest of fve histori
mission communities comprising the
UNESCO San Antomio Missions World
Heritage Site, the only such ke in Texas.
The other four missions south of down-
town make up San Antonio Missions
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Mational Historical Park.

MISSION REACH
The natlonal park's sites are Mission
Comcepchén, Misslon San Jasé, Mission
San Juan ancd Mission Espada. They ae 3
miles apart, connected by a hiking and
hiking path meandering along rewilded
riverhank.
My toiir guide and [ame mission-
hopping, and Tam sightseeing by sidecar

hitehed toa Viespa deiven by a San Anrtonic

Sidecars gulde, The breeze smells sweet
from blooming nutty honey mesoquite
trees. Open grasslands and woods we
pass give me asense of the frontier
termin Spanish soldiers and Franciscan
friars encountered in the early 1700s
when they came to impose Catholicism
on the Indigenous inhabitants and
expand the Spanish colonial empire.

Arounad the dver bend, a scalloped
bell tower's graceful sifhouette appears
against blue sky, Walking the mission
grounds, we pause in the shade of live
oak trees. A humming cicada choms
accompanies my guide’s explanation of
heaw the white limestone chiurches bl
by Indigenous peoples onee boad color-
fully painted exteriors, Their interioss are
simple and humhle.

“s5an Antonio's origins and its identity
truly began in these mission communi-
ties boilt by the region’s Indigenows

peoples, and their descondants are still
living here now” he says,

The National Park Serviee's visitors
center and museurn are at Misshon San
Jogé. Fortified walls doubled &g living
ruarters for friars, soldiers and Indig-
enous pesples.

Behind the Spanish Baroqiie-style
church, famous for its rose window,
stands a grist mill once powered by river
water fed by an acequia {irvigation ditch).

Indigenous penples were compelled by
the Spanish to dig approximately 50 miles
ol those ditehes to supply precious fver

water to the missions and their surround-
ing facm Delds of beans, squash, peppers
and eorn. The national park maintains
13 miles of functional, lowing acegulas,
which are highlighted during guided
interpretive tours led by national park
ranger Chantelle Ruidant-Hansen.
“Iligenois peoples of soiith
Texas (eall) the river Yanaguana, meaning
‘sacred waters,™ Ruidant-Hansen says,
“The San Antonin River was the lifeblood
of their commn ities before the Spanish
arrived and the missions they built, just
s It s for our Gty todey”

THE ALAMO CITY
AGENDA

Tap into these resounces an your visit
=0 5an Antonio To navigate smoothly
through a busy maze of atractions:

= &n online visitors guida provided
by Visit San Antonio will halp you
build a checklist of what to sea.

+ See the River Walk from the
walerway, and use Go Rio Cruises
river shuttles, which make 15 stops

along the span.

» ©On land, you can get two-wheel
ransper 31 5an Antonio BCyde.

+ Tha San Antonlo CyPASS offars
Savings on atraction admissions and
TrARSEOMETan Citywide.

— Kil Bernaedi
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TEXAS SMOKE
On the trail
of Lone Star BBQ
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global cuisine f
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Weather-based
Oklahoma tours
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